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MEMORANDUM - Big Data Analytics
To: Students in Big Data Analytics GPIM 452
From: Prof. Roger Bohn       Rbohn@ucsd.edu

Subject: Your suggestions for improving the course
Date: June 6, 2018

I hope you will fill out the official course survey form, for Big Data (GPIM 452) as well as your other courses. 
In addition, I have some specific questions about how to improve the course next year.  Please answer as 
many or as a few as you wish. You can keep your answers anonymous by replying on paper and not signing 
your name. You can return these forms under my office door, or to my faculty mailbox. 

A. The projects are a lot of work. Many students/teams also struggle in the last few weeks. How can I make 
the projects more useful for learning?

1. Should BDA drop the  project entirely?

a. Replace projects with a final exam

b. Give a choice between project and final exam? 

c. Keep approximately the same project format?

d. Some other replacement?

2. Should project topics, and the data to use,  be set by the professor instead of by students? If so, what would 
be good types of topics and data.

3. Should work on the projects be structured even more tightly, with very specific assignments each week? 
This would probably be feasible only with faculty-specified projects.

4. Should students be more strongly guided towards or away from certain topics and certain data sets? For 
example:

a. Order students to use single data sets, and to not attempt  merging multiple data sets?

b. Use highly pre-formatted data, such as from Kaggle contests?

c. Require students to choose from among approximately 5 pre-defined projects and data sets?

Other comment about projects.______________ (continue on back of page)

B. Weekly homework

1. More homework? Fewer?
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2. More use of simple and limited textbook questions; fewer open-ended homework problems?

3. End the weekly assignments earlier in the quarter? Keep them going later ?

C. What should the course do to make it easier to learn and use R? Here are some possibilities. Feel free to 
make other suggestions.

   The big constraint on this issue is that teaching R programming thoroughly requires a full course on its 
own. Programming is learned by practice, not by reading about it, much like learning a foreign language. 

1. Use regular class time for formal instruction in R, similar to the TA tutorial?

2. Use more class time going over the mechanics of previous homework assignments?

3. Add mandatory tutorials in a third class each week, which would be called a lab session?

4. Require formal graded R homework assignments, in addition to the data mining assignments?

5. Use R less than at present? If so, what would be good alternatives or good ways to do that? 

6. Use a formal R textbook? 

7. Require a substantial R course before BDA? This would reduce the number of students eligible for BDA. 

8. Use R to teach QM2, rather than Stata. (This has obvious drawbacks, especially for students who are not 
interested in BDA.) 

8. Other ideas/suggestions?

D. Any other suggestions? Use this space to elaborate on earlier answers.

Thanks for all your work! Please keep in touch after graduation - it helps me a lot to know what uses our 
alumni make of material learned in GPS quant courses. 


